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Kistler, Co-Chairs; Karen Price, Legisla<ve Liaison 
 
The mission of the Needham Area Immigra<on Jus<ce Task Force is to encourage dialogue and 
raise awareness within Needham and the region regarding immigra<on as a necessary bedrock 
of a prosperous and growing United States of America. We take ac<on to welcome immigrants, 
change unjust policies, and ensure fair working condi<ons and security for families.  
 
We are wri<ng in support of An Act to Ensure Equitable Health Coverage for Children 
(H.1403/S.855). This bill would significantly impact the well-being of immigrants and their 
families by expanding full MassHealth coverage to all young people under age 21 who are 
otherwise eligible, regardless of immigra%on status.  
 
Approximately 30,000 children and young adults in Massachuse@s cannot access crucial health care 
only because of their immigraAon status. As our Task Force supports immigrant families in need, we 
see firsthand the difficulAes immigrants have paying for healthcare—oIen delaying or ignoring 
treatment.  
 
Medicaid coverage in childhood has been shown to improve lifelong health, success in school and 
earning potenAal.1 

 
As of April 2025, 14 states plus D.C. provide comprehensive state-funded coverage to children 
regardless of immigra<on status. These states include California, Colorado, Connec<cut, Illinois, 
Maine, Massachuse5s, Minnesota, New Jersey, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, Utah, 
Vermont, Washington, and D.C.2  
 
We encourage the Joint Commi@ee to support Massachuse@s joining this growing list.  
_____________  
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